Baltic Operational Oceanographic System
BOOS
Agreement on Observations Programme

Preamble

BOOS was mainly focused on ocean observations éd@frestructuring in 2015. After
this restructuring, BOOS covers operational oceeaqaty in both, (in-situ and remote)
observations and simulations, each administereBragrammes under BOOS. In this
sense, this Observations Programme Agreement BAE€S addresses the specific
parts regarding ocean observations in the BOOS NMamdom of Understanding, which
was in force before its amendment in 2015. The legiguns concerning Programmes
under the restructured BOOS in the revised BOOS Mgteed on in 2015 (called
BOOS MoU 2015 in the following) apply to this Obsations Programme Agreement.

The Parties are BOOS members according to the BRQ$ 2015, who are engaged in
operational ocean observation (in-situ and/or reinand related services.

References to BOOS MoU 2015 and its paragraphsinwitiis agreement refer to
BOOS MoU 2015 itself or to the current version ofager revision of it and the
equivalent paragraphs of that later revision.

1 Objectives

1.1 In accordance with the BOOS MoU 2015, the objestivdd this BOOS
programme are to

» co-ordinate, harmonize and develop operational ragr@phic observation
systems for the Baltic Sea;

« maintain real-time and near real-time exchangebstovational data;

» provide observational data for validation and agation into regional
operational models and forecasts;

e provide observational data for/from regional rems#asing products;

e provide observational data to protect the marin@renment, conserve
biodiversity and monitor climate change and vatighi

e provide high quality data and long time-series nemlito advance the
scientific understanding of the Baltic Sea;

* ensure sustainable observation activities by promgdhe partners interests
in higher regional (European) level infrastructdeselopments.

1.2 The scope of co-operation activities extends tasare

* in-situ observations;

* remote sensing observations;

» data and product management;

e promotion of best practices and standardization;
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1.3

1.4

» research and development regarding measurememideels and products;
* education and training.

To fulfil its objectives, co-operation in this Olpgations Programme and in its
projects may/shall be established making use oexpertise and facilities of the
Parties through an appropriate sharing of tasksesalrces.

Activities conducted within this Observations Piergme do not preclude similar
activities being conducted by one Party indepergent in bilateral or
multilateral co-operation.

2 Parties

2.1

2.2

2.3

2.4
2.5

2.6

2.7

2.8

The Parties of this Observations Programme are B@@&®bers according to the
BOOS MoU 2015, who are willing and able to shaeeworkload to acquire and
gather operational ocean observation (in-situ andfmote) data, develop
associated products, and provide both the datalengroducts to BOOS as an
entity and its Members according to the stipulaionthe Program Plan.

The list of initial Parties invited to sign this 8dyvations Programme Agreement
is attached in Appendix 1.

According to paragraph 7.5 of the BOOS MoU 2015 amavided they meet
paragraph 2.1 of this agreement, new and alsoirxiBIOOS Members have the
right to become Parties of this running Observaidrogramme, but may,
however, be requested for a compensation statéuebyriginal Parties.

New Parties shall be added to the list of initiattles in Appendix 1.

The Programme Team formed by the Parties may il\stociate Members, who
are not eligible or willing to become BOOS Membets, participate in this
Observations Programme. The Associated Members toaaecept and sign this
Observations Programme Agreement as Associated Eiesmb

A list of the Associated Members including theimoaitments shall be attached
in Appendix 1.

The Programme Team formed by the Parties may inkeporary Members,
who are not eligible or willing to become BOOS Mesrd) to participate in a
project under this Observations Programme. Fordtivation of their temporary
membership the Temporary Members have to accepsigmdthis Observations
Programme Agreement as Temporary Members.

A list of the current Temporary Members includingit commitments and the
stipulated duration of their participation shalldieached in Appendix 1.

3 Programme Team

3.1
3.2

3.3

The Programme Team is the deciding body of thiss®fagions Programme.

The Programme Team shall consist of at least opeesentative of each Party
and, according to paragraph 4.1 of this agreenmee¢t at least once a year at the
Annual Meeting.

The Programme Team shall be chaired by a PrograMareger and a Vice
Programme Manager, each representing a Programnig iRahe Programme
Team, which is a BOOS Member, i.e. ,in particutent representing an Associate
or Temporary Member of this Programme.



3.4

3.5

3.6

3.7

The Programme Managers are the only managing bédyi® Observations

Programme, i.e. among chairing this Programme fbey a sparse Programme
Board, which may be supported by Working Groupg ask Teams for special
tasks according to paragraph 3.7 of this agreement.

The Programme Managers shall be appointed by tbgrédnme Team at its
Annual Meeting according to paragraphs 3.6, 4.8, dnd 4.5 of this agreement
and have to be confirmed by the BOOS General Asieadgcording to paragraph
4.7 of the BOOS MoU 2015.

The Programme Managers shall serve for four yeats ae eligible for re-
election only one time (maximum term of serviceeight years). The periods of
service of the Programme Managers shall be shiftetivo years against each
other, so that one of them is re-elected or replasery second year.

The Programme Team may form Working Groups or Taskms on special
(administrative, representative or other) tasksujgport the Programme Managers
in their function as Programme Board, e.g. amendnoénthis Observations
Programme Agreement. These Working Groups and Teskms shall be
suspended after completion of their specific taskifahe Programme Team
decides so. The functioning of Working Groups anaskl Teams shall be
stipulated for each case separately.

4  Annual Meeting

4.1

4.2

4.3

4.4

4.5

The Programme Team shall meet once a year, préfarat\pril or May along
with the BOOS General Assembly.

The Programme Managers shall compile matters BAttimual Meeting based on
suggestions of the Programme Patrties.

At the Annual Meeting the Programme Team shall agrather matters

* review the actions according to the Programme Plan;

* review the Programme Plan and confirm or reviseaandnd it;

* review the ongoing projects under this ObservatProgramme and decide
on their continuation;

* appoint the Programme Managers;

* decide on new Parties and withdrawals;

» decide on Associate and Temporary Members;

» decide on amendments to and termination of thise@Bsions Programme
Agreement.

All decisions at the Annual Meeting shall be takeranimously if no specific
stipulations are made in the Programme Plan. Isepnsus on a specific issue is
not reachable, the Annual Meeting can unanimouslgid# that the respective
decision is taken by majority on a stipulated lefgmple majority, two-thirds,
etc.).

For any decision or voting, each Party of this @besgons Programme has one
vote. Two-thirds of all (current) Parties of thisb&&rvations Programme
constitute a quorum. Associate and Temporary Memlérthis Observations
Programme have no vote.
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5.1

5.2
5.3

5.4

A Programme Plan stating specific objectives of thbservations Programme as
well as all major decisions on the execution of throgramme, finances, data
sharing, intellectual property rights, and spearfiting rules shall be drawn up by
the Programme Team.

The initial Programme Plan is attached in Apperidix

The Programme Plan shall be reviewed and confironedvised and amended by
the Programme Team at its Annual Meeting, accortlingaragraph 4.3 of this
agreement.

All amendments to the Programme Plan as well asnajbr decisions on the
execution of this Observations Programme, finandasa sharing, intellectual
property rights, and specific voting rules shalldaleled to the initial Programme
Plan in Appendix 2.

6 Commitments

6.1

6.2

6.3

All Parties, Associated and Temporary Members dokged to share their
observational data from the Baltic Sea region \B@OS an entity and all BOOS
Members according to the Programme Plan immediatgyin real-time or, if
data is not available in real-time, at the earligse they are available to the Party
who conducts the respective measurement or proviblesrespective data
acquired by a third party. According to paragrapB @f this agreement, the
ownership of the data shall not be touched bydhts sharing.

All Parties, Associated and Temporary Members dnigged to share products
based on the shared data according to paragrapdf €his agreement as well as
tools and knowledge to produce these products ditgpto the Programme Plan,
which are developed in the context of this Obs@matProgramme or the BOOS
MoU in force before BOOS MoU 2015 with BOOS as auitg and all BOOS
Members. According to paragraph 7.2 of this agregntbe intellectual property
rights on these products, tools, and knowledgel si@l be touched by this
sharing.

All Parties, Associated and Temporary Members agineé the data, products,
tools, and knowledge shared according to paragraphisand 6.2 of this

agreement may be provided to third parties accgrtbnthe Programme Plan by
BOOS as an entity in the context of legal committeesn a higher regional

(European) level. According to paragraph 7.2 o$ @greement, the intellectual
property rights on these data, products, tools,kanmivledge shall not be touched
by this provision.

7 Data Policy

7.1

7.2

The data, products, tools, and knowledge exchandesharing in the context of
this Observations Programme Agreement shall fotloevregulations stipulated in
the BOOS MoU 2015, in particular paragraph 8.lhat MoU.

The ownership and intellectual property rights dindata, products, tools, and
knowledge shared, exchanged, or provided to thadigs in the context of this
Observations Programme Agreement, in particulapraeg to paragraph 6 of
this agreement, shall not be touched by this spaerchange, or provision.

8 Financing



8.1

8.2

8.3

This Observations Programme has no common budgeth Elecision is, if
required, accompanied by its own budget. The gépereciple is that each Party
carries its own coasts.

External funding directly or indirectly (via BOO$®ceived by this Observations
Programme shall be administrated according to pipiication and the rules of the
funding organisation by the Programme Team, whiely form a Working Group
or Task Team for this purpose according to pardgBap of this agreement.

Projects under this Observations Programme shalk hheir own budgets
administrated by the project participants.

9 Entry into Force, Duration, Termination

9.1

9.2

9.3

9.4

This Observations Programme Agreement enters iotoefonce it has been
signed by all Members of the BOOS MoU 2015 whoailéng and eligible to
participate in this programme.

After entry into force, this Observations ProgramAgreement will remain in
force for an indefinite period, but may be revidgdthe Programme Team at its
Annual Meeting according to the paragraphs 4.3,ahd 4.5 of this agreement.

This Observations Programme Agreement is autonigtitsrminated when the
BOOS MoU 2015 or a later revision of it is termegtaccording to its paragraph
10.3 or an equivalent paragraph of a later revision

The Programme Team may terminate this ObservaRoogramme Agreement at
its Annual Meeting according to paragraphs 4.3, dl 4.5 of this agreement. In
this case the Programme Team also decides the m@@Eie0 arrangements
concerning running projects under this programmé& eommon assets. In the
case of termination of this agreement, the contionaf the BOOS Membership
of the Programme Parties follows the stipulatiohghe BOOS MoU 2015, in
particular in paragraph 7.4 of that MoU.

10 Withdrawal

10.1

10.2

10.3

10.4

10.5

A Party, Associated or Temporary Member of this @bations Programme may
withdraw from this agreement by giving notice t@ tRrogramme Managers at
least four months before the Annual Meeting whaeedetails of the withdrawal

shall be stipulated.

The details of a withdrawal shall be stipulatedtia next following Annual
Meeting consistent with paragraph 10.1 of this agrent. In particular,
regulations on all common assets and all commitsnehthe withdrawing Party,
Associated or Temporary Member in the context of @bservations Programme
and underlying projects shall be negotiated. Denssiare taken according to the
paragraphs 4.4 and 4.5 of this agreement.

Projects under this Observations Programme magpseific conditions and rules
for withdrawals.

A withdrawal takes effect once all necessary sépohs according to the
paragraphs 10.2 and 10.3 of this agreement ar@i@ccby the Programme Team
according to the paragraphs 4.4 and 4.5 of thiseagent.

The continuation of the BOOS Membership of a wilvdng Programme Party
follows the stipulations of the BOOS MoU 2015, @rfcular in paragraph 7.4 of
that MoU.



11 Language

11.1 The language of this agreement shall be Englisk.Hifglish version shall always
prevail if this agreement occurs in translated ioeis and these versions have
discrepancies compared to the English version.

12 Governing Law

12.1 This agreement and all matters in connection thigneshall be subject to the laws
of the Kingdom of Sweden without reference to asfticts of laws principals.

13 Dispute Resolution

13.1 The Parties, Associated and Temporary Members wedoshall do their outmost
to resolve by negotiations any dispute that magearm connection with this
agreement. In the event that it proves impossiblesdlve the dispute by
negotiations, the dispute shall be brought to &itration panel consisting of one
sole arbitrator. The fact that a dispute has beeaght to the arbitration court or
referred to arbitration shall not relieve the RemtiAssociated and Temporary
Members of their obligations under this agreement.

13.2 The arbitrator shall be appointed by the Partiesso&iated and Temporary
Members jointly within thirty days from the dateethiParty, Associated or
Temporary Member demanding arbitration has comnaiedt with the other
Party/Parties, Associated and/or Temporary Memb&isould the Parties,
Associated and Temporary Members fail to agreeroarkitrator within the time
stipulated above any of the Parties, Associatetieonporary Members may send
a written communication to the Swedish Bar Assommfarbitrator making a
request that an arbitrator shall be appointed.

13.3 The arbitration proceeding shall be held in Stoékh@an accordance with the
rules of the Arbitration Institute at the Stockhathamber of Commerce.

14 Severability Clause

14.1 If any provision of this agreement shall be invalidimpracticable in whole or in
part this shall not affect the validity of the ramag part of this agreement. In
lieu of the invalid or impracticable provision appaopriate provision shall apply
which is nearest to the intent of the Programmeid%aor to what would have
been their intention in keeping with the meaning parpose of this agreement if
they had considered this issue at the conclusiothiefagreement or at a later
addition of a provision.



Appendix 1

Parties

The Parties to this Agreement shall be the follgvgovernmental and non-governmental
institutes:

« Bundesamt fur Seeschiffahrt und Hydrographie, Gagma

« Danish Meteorological Institute, Denmark

e Danish Centre for Environment and Energy, Denmark

e Environmental Protection Agency, Lithuania

» Estonian Marine Institute, Estonia

* Finnish Meteorological Institute, Finland

¢ Finnish Environmental Institute, Finland

* Institute of Meteorology and Water Management, Rala

» Institute of Oceanology, Polish Academy of ScierR@&and

e Institute fur Ostseeforschung Warnemunde, Germany

« Klaipeda University, Lithuania

» Latvian Environment, Geology and Meteorology Centigvia

* Maritime Institute in Gdansk, Poland

¢ North-West Regional Administration for Hydro-metelmgy and Environmental
Monitoring, Russia

* Russian State Hydrometeorological University, Rassi

« State Oceanographic Institute Saint-PetersburgdBradRussia

¢ Swedish Maritime Agency, Sweden

* Swedish Meteorological and Hydrological Institussyeden

» Tallinn University of Technology, Marine Systemstitute, Estonia

e University of Latvia, Latvia

e University of Gdansk, Institute of OceanographylaRd



Appendix 2

Rules of procedure

The Annual Meeting shall take place preferably prifor May each year. Items for the
agenda shall be submitted to the Programme Marsgdke latest four weeks before the
meeting and the agenda shall be submitted to thee®ay the Programme Manager at
the latest two weeks before the meeting.

Twolthirds of the Members constitute a quorum. B@QOS Observation Programme
Member is represented by more than one represantatiy one shall have the right to
vote. It shall be declared before the Annual Megtio is the voting delegate.

The Annual Meeting shall appoint a person, prefgrétom the country hosting the
Annual Meeting, to chair the Annual Meetingh& Chairperson”). The Chairperson
shall be appointed to chair one Annual Meeting. Thairperson shall be responsible
for the minutes of the meeting. The minutes shaltioculated at the latest six weeks
after the meeting, thereafter it shall be signedhsy Chairperson and the Programme
Manager.

Two Programme Board Members are appointed at ceei@h and one Programme
Board Member is appointed at the election the p#i@r. Programme Board Members,
excluding the Programme Manager, are eligible éeelection two times i.e. they may
serve for a period of 6 years. Candidates for ielechust be announced to the Parties 3
weeks before the Annual Meeting.

The Programme Board shall each year present atribdie an updated draft
Programme Plan for the coming 3 years, starting lileach year. The Programme
Plan shall cover a period of 3 years but shall éeiditd upon annually at the Annual
Meeting. The draft of the Programme Plan shall tstriduted at least two months
before the Annual Meeting each year.

The Scientific Plan shall cover a time period akethyears but shall be decided upon
annually at the Annual Meeting.



Appendix 3

New Party

The Annual Meeting has decided to invite [insertneaof company or institute, company
registration number, address] to become a [Memissdgéiate Member] of the BOOS
Observation Programme. [Insert name of compangsiitiute] has accepted the invitation.

By signing this rider [insert name of company ostitute] accepts what is stated in the
Agreement regarding obligations and benefits theeeid all steering documents in relation
hereto, in respect of its member status.

Date

Signature

Name in block letters




